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Call for Papers*

“Firm’s Performance in challenging times: Input
costs, Technology, Productivity, and Market
Power”

12t CompNet Annual Conference

Co-sponsored by CEPR, European Commission & IWH

Topic: Firms’ performance in challenging times: Input costs,
Technology, Productivity, and Market Power

Organizers: CompNet, European Commission & IWH (Leibniz-Institut fir
Wirtschaftforschung Halle)

Conference Venue: European Commission in Brussels, Belgium

Date(s): October 19-20, 2023

Call for papers’ deadline: 7 July 2023

Decisions notified by: 30 July 2023

Scientific Committee: Filippo di Mauro (CompNet), Matthias Mertens, Javier
Miranda (both IWH and CompNet), Alessandro Turrini, Roman
Arjona Gracia and Kaspar Richter (EC)

Local organization: Luis Garcia Lombardero (DG ECFIN)
Administrative organization: Tanja Grochowski (CompNet)

Keynote Speaker: Jan De Loecker (KU Leuven, CEPR) & Jan Eeckhout (UPF
Barcelona, CEPR)

Submissions to be emailed to: secretariat@comp-net.org
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Description

In recent decades, firms have seen fundamental changes to their economic environment. The
rise in concentration and increase in productivity dispersion are notable trends. More
recently, firms had to adjust their production processes to respond to the climate challenge,
to adapt to post-pandemic transformations in the organisation of work, and to deal with
severe supply-chain shocks. Rising energy prices, interest rates and wages are currently
squeezing margins, notably for energy-intensive industries open to foreign competition. Risk
reducing strategies to minimize supply chain disruptions, often by nearshoring or by
diversifying, may pose trade-offs between efficiency and resilience. Targeted substantial
subsidies by third countries, such as the US’ Inflation Reduction Act, could generate an uneven
level playing field with the risk of reallocation of EU businesses. The extent to which EU firms
can prosper in this new economic environment depends on their ability to command prices,
source cheap inputs, apply modern technologies, and generate productivity advantages
against their competitors. Deep knowledge about these facts and interactions have
tremendous relevance for policies, including financial and competition regulations.

Against this backdrop, we seek original (unpublished) research papers that address some of
the mentioned aspects and their respective policy implications. Particularly, we are interested
in work on:

- Energy costs and firm performance: the impact of the crisis

- Business dynamism and firm reallocation processes: new patterns
- Firm responses to supply chain disruptions

- The effects of the green and digital transition on firm performance
- Firms’ market power: new trends and patterns

*According to article 13 of the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), we would like to inform
you that we will deal with your paper submission documents, including your affiliation, and other
information submitted when answering to the call for papers to the Conference, in compliance with
the European data privacy laws and regulations. We assure you that your personal data will be used
only for the application and selection process. The data will not be processed any further. Only persons
directly involved in the application process will have access to the documents that you have sent us.
Your data will in no case be forwarded to third parties. Your data will be deleted in accordance with
the statutory retention periods. For more information on our Data privacy please click here:
https.//www.iwh-halle.de/en/privacy/. We use Microsoft Excel and Microsoft One Drive to process
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replies to the call for papers, collecting your identification and the abstract of a paper you send in reply
to the call. The platform does not use cookies to track your activity and details its data privacy policy.



